
Fifty plus years ago, as expressions of self-determination and self-governance, our communities created the 
first urban and rural Indigenous organizations across Canada. 

Fifty days ago, we challenged the government to ensure Canadian federal policy is consistent with international 
human rights standards by recognizing Indigenous peoples’ right to housing as enshrined in, and indivisible 
from, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples and the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  

Five key demands were presented to government that chart a path towards effectively addressing the egre-
gious conditions of urban, rural, and northern Indigenous homelessness and housing inadequacy. Our chal-
lenge calls on the Government to take action on Indigenous homelessness in urban, rural, and northern Indige-
nous communities, as an urgent matter of human rights, consistent with the National Housing Strategy Act, 
2019. 

Fifty years from now we envision thriving urban, rural, and northern Indigenous communities where every Indig-
enous person has access to safe, affordable, and adequate housing both as a human right and an Indigenous 
right. Our vision is inclusive of women, girls, and any person fleeing violence, the 2SLGBTQ+ community, youth 
leaving care, diverse and intergenerational family structures, and community members who need additional 
supports to make life choices that truly represent who we are and the realities of our lives. 

Today, nearly 80 per cent of Indigenous people in Canada live in urban, rural and northern areas. Today, our 
communities are prepared with the solutions, experience, and infrastructure required to achieve this vision. The 
question remains: is the government prepared to listen and act? 

The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) clearly states in Article 4, 
“Indigenous Peoples in exercising their right to self-determination have the right to autonomy or self-
government in matters to their internal or local affairs as well as ways and means for financing their autono-
mous functions.” In Articles 21 and 23, the UNDRIP states that Indigenous Peoples have the right to develop 
priorities and strategies for exercising their right to economic development including with respect to housing. 
Not only must we be fully engaged in the development of housing programmes, we must also be in charge of 
administering them, as far as possible.  

Since the release of the National Housing Strategy in 2017, urban, rural and northern Indigenous people, com-
munities, and urban Indigenous housing and service providers, have called for the creation of a distinct urban 
Indigenous housing strategy.  These organizations, caucuses, and coalitions have clearly articulated that such 
a strategy would need to be developed and implemented by urban, rural, and northern Indigenous service pro-
viders themselves and must be adequately resourced if it is to be successful.  

Funding realities must fully take into consideration the inequality, and discrimination against indigenous peo-
ples and must recognize that Indigenous communities and our organizations have the experience and are best 
placed to move forward on ensuring access to adequate, secure and affordable housing for our people, as we 
have done for generations.  
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